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I must admit, I've never been curious enough to try them: those cell phone barcodes that look like square inkblots. They invite you from the corners of newspaper ads, packages and signs hanging in conference rooms. They invite you to target your mobile phone and take pictures in return for some vague promise of
digital content. Next time I stand around to do something, do not email send, someone call, I'm going to try the QR code. But since I worry that the day will never come, I took the opportunity to talk to the guru on the subject. Laura Marriott has spent 15 years at the forefront of mobile technology. He was an employee of
the number one Mobile Marketing Association (MMA), sitting on the boards of several mobile technology companies, and is ceo of NeoMedia Technologies, a QR code pioneer. Laura had just returned judging by some of the best mobile marketing campaigns at last year's Cannes Lions International Festival of Creativity
event recently held in France, and I got the chance to ask her about qr codes. Here are my main takeaways from the short list of embarrassingly naïve issues. Why is there a qr code check box? Traditional bar codes are one-dimensional (read in a dashed block), QR codes are two-dimensional (read horizontally and
vertically). This allows them to provide more information. Why is the square better? Although a traditional bar code can give you a single row of data, such as a domain name, QR codes can give you two rows of data, such as domain AND registry code. This gives you or your brand manager a lot more flexibility. If one
month you want to send people to your Fourth of July promotion and the next your heat summer event, you don't need to reinstall your QR codes; you just change what the index points to. You can change the content every day. Additional benefits: because QR codes count to four points rather than two, they survive with
more wear and tear. What do companies use them for? Companies do not yet fully understand what they can do with QR codes. They slap them onto the packaging to get people to visit their mobile phone website. We are now starting to use them for invites action, such as scan here to order and get a special discount!
These calls for action will significantly increase the response rate. But like any emerging technology, companies take longer than necessary to figure out how to use QR codes, which brings us to the next obvious question. Why should companies use them? QR codes will be used smarter to increase property packaging.
Scan and you can immediately pull up compatibility requirements, specs, instructions, etc. This means that you don't have to waste valuable packaging space on boring text. We see scans pull out video presentations and live product comparisons. As we approach a world where we can expect everyone to have a
camera-enabled smartphone, we can see the whole product packaging transformation experience. matrix-like blend real and virtual. Should you use QR codes? Marriott surprised me with his response to it. I thought he was a shameless QR code lawyer. It depends, he says. First you want to think about your goals and
then think about whether marketing and media will help you achieve these goals. If your target customers aren't tech savvy or don't have mobile phones, QR codes don't help much. You need to understand who you are targeting, Marriott advises. The bottom lineQR codes have the potential to dramatically change how
your customers experience and interact with their products. But history shows that this potential takes time. This requires a step-by-step exchange between three interdependent agents: technology, companies and clients. This is the process that made our adoption of the DVR, CD and fax machine. Getting out of my
flight to L.A. as I wrote it, for example, I walked past a huge advertisement for a QR code. I thought I'd stop to scan and see what was happening, but it was midnight, and I had half an hour to drive before me, so I just walked by. The good news for you, outthinker, is that the wave, while slow, is clearly happening and it
creates an opportunity to jump before your competition if you jump on it before they do. [Image: Flickr user Michael Kappel] QR (Quick-Response) codes are these square blocks of black-and-white dots that are popping up everywhere these days. Most of us tend to be going to end up with these codes: Manufacturers and
advertisers put them in ads, hoping that we'll scan them on a smartphone and launch ourselves to their share of cyberspace through the URL they contain. But what if you want to create that kind of code and visually see it? This is where the web-app QR Hacker gets into the image. If you are looking to simply create a
QR code for fun, QR Hacker is free. When you create codes for your company, it's 59 euros per year, and if you create codes for customers, it's 99 euros per year. QR Hacker allows you to create visually appealing QR codes that still work. This simple Flash-based web application allows you to encode any text, URL,
phone number, VCard, or even a Wi-Fi access key for Android devices. Select the type of data you want to encode, and enter the data that the QR code contains. Next, just click the large Create button and your QR code pop screen, ready to scan each smartphone. Although the QR code may contain a lot of information,
it was not meant to be beautiful or eye-catching. Pool QR Hacker interface is dedicated to the task of making your QR code fancier without breaking it. You can round out its pixels, change the background color (or even select a photo) or change the foreground color. But the feature that really blew me away was the
ability to embed a photo or logo right with a QR code: I was able to import the PCWorld logo and place it in the middle of my QR code, even delete some pixels around to make room for the logo, all without breaking the code. My Android phone kept recognizing the code instantly with the PCWorld logo and all.
Impressive. QR Hacker then allow me to save the QR code as either an image file (PNG) or a PDF document. The site will soon be a web shop to buy goods with its code printed. QR Hacker also contains gallery codes by using the application created by users. While many are beautiful, you must use reasonable care to
scan them: QR codes may contain URLs leading to risky websites. Just as you wouldn't press any random links on the web, you shouldn't randomly scan any of the bar codes shown on the QR Hacker website. Still, the showcase serves to see what can be done with QR Hacker, and I must admit that it offers some of the
most striking QR codes I've seen yet.-Erez Zukerman Note: If you buy something after clicking on links to our articles, we can earn a small commission. For more information, see our partner link policy. Creating nice-looking QR barcodes for free flash-based Webapp QR Hacker. Easy to use Offers QR Code Analysis No
documentation or specifications for Good Housekeeping Check this thing out there? You've probably noticed them around, mainly in ads. It's called a QR code, and marketers want you to use your smartphone's camera to read it. Here's what you should know about them... and how to make your own! QR codes (Quick
Response) are a barcode type - not unlike vertical lined - for each product you buy that provides information when read by a scanner equipped to interpret it. They were first used in the mid-90s by the Japanese automaker as a way to track the parts, but marketers have begun to use them as a fun way to encode and
share additional information with consumers, beyond what they can squeeze into advertising. (The show shows a good household of your own.) After downloading the app (I like QuickMark, but there are a ton of options out there) you use your smartphone camera to capture the code. Then you're prompted immediately
to see any information that the code shows— it might be a prompt to go to the website URL or send an e-mail, such as entering a competition. Marketers also use them to offer discounts and coupons – the reason why it's really worth looking for them in ads. In addition, tech savvy companies place them on employees'
business cards, so that contact information can be quickly read and imported into the recipient's mobile address book. You can create a phone app (QuickMark does this) or go to the QR generator website, such as QRStuff.com or Qurify.com. Some ideas about what you can encode: your contact information, the URL of
your Facebook profile page, or even a Google card in your house (such as a party invitation). When it's created, you can save the square code as an image file that you can share or paste anywhere you see it, or send it to email or text friends and family (phone apps can also interpret codes sent in this way). Have you
ever scanned the QR code? What do you think of them? And how could you use self-created? Please tell us in the comments below. This content is created and managed by a third party and is imported into this page to help users enter their e-mail addresses. For more information about this and similar content, piano.io
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